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to flight with their little ones, and the males followed us at a respectful distance,
showing their formidable teeth in a very unpleasant manner.

The langour, or Hlinoumau monkey, is the largest species found in the
forests of India: its height varies from two and a half to nearly four feet, and its
form is slender and extremely supple; it has an intelligent face, covered with
very black skin, and devoid of hair, save its long white whiskers; its hair is long
and silky, of a chinchilla grey on the back, and white under the stomach; and
its tail is of the same length as the body, and bare, with the exception of a tuft
of hair at the end. The langour is the sacred monkey of India; it was this
tribe, which, headed by Hunouman, king of the monkeys, assisted Kama in the
conquest of the island of Ceylon, the ancient Lunka. The Hindoos, interpret-
ing literally the description in the Ramayana, which compares the barbarian
allies of the Aryans to monkeys, look upon the langours as the descendants of
the soldiers of Rama, and hold them in great veneration. The origin of the
black faces of these quadrumanes is described in an episode of this poem. Like
a second Menelaus, Rama went to make war on Ravana, the demon-king of
Lunka, who had carried off his wife Lita; and on the road he succeeded in
securing the services of the king of the monkeys. On arriving at the extremity
of the peninsula his farther progress was stopped by the Palk Straits; and while
his allies were filling up the sea with the masses of stone, which now form
Adam's Bridge, he despatched the faithful Hunouman to warn Lita of his
approach. The monkey king, who was an accomplished jumper, cleared the
Straits at a single bound, and soon found the inconsolable Lita; but during the
interview Ravana suddenly appeared, and Hunouman was taken prisoner. In-
stead of putting him to death, the king of Lunka, so much abused by his Aryan
conquerors, ordered the monkey to be sent back to Rama, after setting fire to the end
of his long tail. In his flight, Hunouman succeeded in blowing out the flame at
the end of his unfortunate appendage; but in doing this he singed all the hair
off his face, and arrived at the camp with a scorched and blackened face; where-
upon, seeing his despair of recovering his comeliness, Rama gave all the monkeys
iu the army the same black faces as their king: aacl, as the Brahmin who told
me the legend added, u you see that the story is true, for they are all * Kala-
inoukh.'"*

These strange inhabitants of the palace of Amb!r interested me greatly
dxiring our stay in the neighbourhood. After a few days the whole tribe got
well acquainted with us, and approached us without fear; for bananas, bread,
and sugar had made us very popular. One only of the whole number took no
notice of our friendly advances. He was an extremely handsome langour, whoso
great age and the respect with which he was treated by the younger monkeys at
once showed me that he was the chief of the tribe. No sooner did he see one
of us than he made a grimace and turned his back on us ; and only once could
we persuade him to accept of a banana, which he merely put to his lips, no doubt
out of pure civility to us. All those who have lived in the countries where
these monkeys abound have remarked that they always congregate in large
numbers under the command of a chief; each tribe occupying a field, a wood, or
a ruin, which it appears to consider as its own property, and which it jealously
defends against intruders. Day after day I used to watch the langours who,
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